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Ted Graham Chosen 

In 2018 the Pam Hall Betterment of Marion award was established by the 
Chamber’s Board of Directors. This year’s annual meeting was the  
opportunity to announce the 1st Annual Award winner...and the winner is:  
Ted Graham, President of the Marion Industrial Center. 

As an entrepreneur extraordinaire, Ted formulated the vision to transform 
the former Army Depot, located east of the city of Marion, where trucks 
and trains come together to store and ship goods. Ted estimates there to be 
800 jobs on the site where manufacturers such as Owens Corning and Boise 
Cascade have facilities. Fiberglass, wood products and even beer are among 
those products distributed within the Industrial Center. 

When you see Ted, give him a high five for being the 1st winner of this award; Marion 
County is most fortunate to have Ted as an economic engine. 

If you missed the Annual Meeting, you can watch the video from the Chamber youtube 
Channel: https://youtu.be/eF3Lkm6CUlg 

I Wear Contacts Pam’s thoughts

Well most of the time I wear contacts, however when I’m working from home after chemo I 
tend to favor a pair of old readers; you know the 3.0 version made for old people. 

Recently I awakened during the middle of the night and felt the urge to check my cell phone 
so I put on the readers and OMG I couldn’t read anything! My vision was TOTALLY out of 
whack. I panicked a bit thinking perhaps I had experienced a stroke because my left eye was 
simply not focusing. I took the readers off and looked at my TV screen; from a distance,  
everything was about as fuzzy as usual. I decided I would “sleep it off” and certainly in the 
morning I would see clearly again. 

As daylight came in the window and I awakened, I anxiously reached for my specs and phone 
to see if my vision was back to normal. I slipped them on and alas, I still could not see  
correctly from my left eye. Then I looked down on my bedsheet and there lay the glass from 
the left side of my (cheap) readers. That which allowed me to have clear vision, fell out…was 
missing…of no value. Immediately that old song recorded by Johnny Nash I Can See Clearly 
Now came to mind. Suddenly, the words held such meaning for me: “I can see clearly now, 
the rain is gone, I can see all obstacles in my way. Gone are the dark clouds that had me blind. 
It’s gonna be a bright, bright, bright, bright Sun-Shiny Day. I think I can make it now, the pain 
is gone. All of the bad feelings have disappeared. Here is the rainbow I’ve been prayin’ for. It’s 
gonna be a bright, bright, bright, bright Sun-Shiny Day.” 

Proverbs 3:21:  “My son, never lose sight of God’s wisdom and knowledge: make decisions 
out of true wisdom, guard your good sense.” 

BWC Rate Decrease Announced

Recently the Ohio Bureau of Workers’ Compensation Board of Directors issued a decision 
to reduce the average premium rates for private employers by 20%. This cut is the largest 
private employer rate reduction in nearly 60 years. Savings to employers will amount to 
more than $200 million. 

Affinity Mortgage Group, Roger Teel, Independent Mortgage Broker, (740.375.5626), 131 S 
Prospect St, Ste 104, Marion, OH, www.affinitygroupmortgage.com, local financial partner, 
serving the lending needs of real estate professionals, builders and individual home buyers 
throughout the State of Ohio and St Vincent dePaul, Michael Bowe, President, 
(740.386.6422), 342 N Main St, Marion, OH, www.svdpusa.com, operating a Food Pantry, 
Thrift Shop; serving and ministering to those in need. 

Welcome New Members 

Annual Meeting Video 

https://youtu.be/eF3Lkm6CUlg
www.marionareachamber.org


Congratulations to John Scharer for celebrating his 40th 
anniversary with Scharer Insurance.  

 

Kudos to The Woodland Elves for being internationally 
recognized for their positive philosophy of "Passing The 
Joy of Life Around". Dr. Basim Alyasiri, from Qatar 
published the first ever article for his magazine in English 
overflowing with the philosophy of the elves. The 
magazine was distributed to every single Arabic nation in 
the world.   

 

Creating a magical night on Friday, February 8, 2019 for 
108 Kings and Queens and their care givers attending the 
Night To Shine organized by the Tim Tebow Foundation: 
The Movement. The efforts of many from the Marion 1st 
Church of the Nazarene, Marion County Board of 

Developmental Disabilities and over 200 volunteers 
created an incredible prom night experience for people 
with special needs.   

 

Congratulations to Marion Matters for recently receiving a 
$2,500 grant from the Marion Rotary Foundation. The 
grant will help the Marion Matters' Employee Resource 
Network program to overcoming work barriers such as gas 
for vehicles, work boots, child care and more. 
 

Community involvement made a difference for The 
Historic Women's Club Home. Hats off to the "Turn Up 
The Heat” dance competitors, showcasing local celebrities 
paired with various instructors from the area. The 
event  helped raise over $18,000 of the needed $50,000 
to replace the heating system in the building. 

 

Chamber Annual Auction—Saturday, April 27 

Marion Area Safety Council is Now Accepting Lacey Award Nominations 

The Marion Area Safety Council will be sending out nomination forms to its members for the 62nd annual  
John F. Lacey Memorial Safety Award, established in recognition and appreciation of the interest and effort of Mr. 
Lacey in industrial accident prevention in the Marion community and his consideration of the welfare of the people 
who worked with him. The intended purpose of the award is to: 1) pay tribute to Mr. Lacey for his untiring efforts in 
the field of accident prevention 2) provide an incentive for all firms in the Marion area to continue the emphasis and 
promotion of the safety and health of all its employees 3) further the prevention of accidental injury and occupational 
disease in the industries of Marion county. FREE membership in the Marion Area Safety Council is required for award 
eligibility. For more information on the award and Safety Council, contact Matt Carbary at 740.382.2181. 

Celebrating with Red Ribbon!  

UIS Insurance & Investments  
137 S Prospect St |Marion, OH 43302  

740.382.9343 
www.uisprotect.com |Facebook: /uisprotect  

Dermatology Associates of Mid-Ohio  
1063 Harding Memorial Parkway 

Marion, OH 43302  
740.244.8550 | Facebook: /dermohio 

Raffle Tickets Available NOW!! 

You could be the lucky winner! Raffle tickets are available for $10 each and 
only 1,099 will be sold. The winner will be announced at our Annual 
Auction on Saturday, April 27. Winner need not be present to win…but we 
sure hope you are! To purchase tickets please call 740.382.2181. We 
accept cash, checks and debit/credit card payment. 

On Saturday, April 27, 2019, the Chamber is hosting our 27th Annual Dinner & Auction at The Alber Student Center on 
the MTC and OSUM Campus, 1465 Mount Vernon Ave, from 6 to 9 p.m. The cost is $50 per person. Consider reserving 
a table of 8, 10 or 12 for your co-workers and friends.  

 

We will be reaching out to Chamber members in the near future asking for your help to make this a successful 
event. Please consider being a sponsor or making a donation of a product,  
service or cash for the auction. We will recognize all businesses and  
individuals who support this event! 



Well once again you are a part of a record breaking crowd for our annual meeting…welcome to a packed house of 
200 fellow Chamber members. Thank you for being here.  

 

I always like to share some trivia with you about the Chamber…might even call it bragging…but truth is we do have a 
lot to be proud of.   

 

We began 2018 with 572 members; we concluded the year with 583. 86% of our member businesses employ 50 or 
under. We are keenly aware of our need to support both the big guys, who are so critical to the success of our  
community, while providing programing and services for our small business members.  

 

To expand our services, we initiated an Entrepreneurship Council designed to offer specific programming for mature 
entrepreneurs as well as a Non-Profit Executives Council designed to address the challenges and opportunities  
specific to Non-Profit organizations…both Councils now have 20 participating members; we believe an identified need 
has been met.   

 

Adding these 2 Councils, along with our HR Council, Mfg Council and Safety Council allow for specific, professionally 
driven education and relationship building opportunities.  

 

We added new member-to-member benefits this year which I hope you consider sharing with your employees.  
These are perks your employees, and their families, can take advantage of that will save real dollars. Note the  
employee billboard at Sims where posted are the email blasts providing discounts for them. 

 

In 2018 we were proud to participate in 18 ribbon cuttings. We held 28 Bagels & Business opportunities; we co-
sponsored with our members 11 educational events; held 12 Business After Hours; provided free advertising to our 
members via over 300 email exclusives…AND…our conference rooms were utilized day and night by members…at no 
charge…477 times.  

 

As in the past, we held our Annual auction, golf outing, Networking-at-Noon and the BIGGEST BEST Business Expo 
yet…with 112  chamber member companies participating.   

 

Members stepped up and announced 9 additional member-to-member benefits this year…again, benefits your  
employees can take advantage of.  

 

It is now 104 years and counting that your Chamber has supported our business community thru public policy  
advocacy, community planning and the offering of programs and services designed to help make YOUR business more 
successful…we exit ONLY because of you.  

 

Your Chamber Board tackled several Initiatives in 2018 and because of their significance have chosen to continue  
focusing on most of them for 2019. These initiatives have become long-term, strategic efforts requiring a long term 
vision and plan.  

 

One such initiative is working with the Greater Ohio Policy Center re: their focus on turn-around strategies for Ohio’s 
15 Small Legacy Cities, of which Marion is one. Progress has been made…there remains much more to accomplish; we 
see a synergy between the efforts to return funding to our city and the promised focus of our new Governor.  
Marion boasted the largest contingency at a recent quarterly meeting of Ohio’s legacy cities; Marion will be  
well-represented, including some of you in this room, at a summit in March. We should be proud of the teamwork  
happening in our community.  

 

With respect to our effort to encourage Efficient Emergency Response, we continue to hear of discussions happening 
within circles of importance…again some of whom are represented here today…our City and Townships on the 
matter of optimization of equipment, manpower and potential of combining fire districts. This we find encouraging. 
And our final major Initiative from 2018 …which is intended to carry forward in 2019 is that of encouraging  
elimination of the significant number of blighted properties in our County. Giant strides have been made since we 
met here at this time last year. Many are responsible for this success…again teamwork among government officials, 
business leaders, non-profit organizations IS making a difference. The Marion County Land Bank proudly announced 
its first home remodel. Two years ago…this was only a dream…today it is a reality. An eyesore for the  
neighborhood has become a viable home for a family…and that is what this whole strategic initiative the Chamber is 
focusing on is all about. Further this year a couple of software applications have been developed that allow  
abandoned/blighted properties to be identified. Ultimately the goal is to develop a data base of all those properties 
that are negatively impacting the quality of life that this community deserves for your employees who live here and 
for those future employees you are trying to recruit. The City and County budgets are largely funded by City income 
taxes and County Sales tax thus our City and County elected officials are very dependent on the success of each of 
your businesses. Your ability to attract quality talent is linked to a quality community…this is why the Chamber feels 
so passionately about addressing the blighted properties we are challenged with.  

 

So just this week, one of my chemo nurses reminded me of this Bible verse: “You are the light of the world.  A town 
built on a hill cannot be hidden.  Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl.  Instead they put it on its 
stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may 
see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.”  

 

I believe your Chamber is a light for this community. I believe each of you …as individuals and business leaders are a 
light for this community. Let’s work toward not allowing anyone or anything dim the light of what this community can 
be. 

Excerpts From Pam’s Annual Meeting Comments 



Date/Time:  Details:  

  

Thursday,  Location: Chamber Office  
March 7, 2019 Speaker: Nicole Workman, Director Of Communications, Marion County Board of   
8 a.m. to 9 a.m.  Developmental Disabilities 
  Topic:  Your Tax Dollars at Work! 
 
 

Thursday,  Location: Chamber Office  
March 14, 2019 Speaker: Cheri White, Owner, Sales Person, Health Coach 
8 a.m. to 9 a.m. Topic:  Back To Essentials  
 
Thursday,  Location: Chamber Office  
April 4, 2019  Speaker: Roger L. Ruth, Financial Representative, Modern Woodmen of America 
8 a.m. to 9 a.m. Topic:  What is Charitable Giving and What’s It Got To Do With Me?  

Be Involved  

Even if you are not currently a member of one of the groups listed below, if you see a program that interests you, just 
call the Chamber at 740.382.2181 for a reservation. 
 

Date/Time:  Event:  Details:  
 

Monday,  Manufacturers  Location: Chamber Office 
March 4, 2019 Council  Speaker: Jim Jordan, Congressman, 4th District Ohio  
NOON     Congressman 
    Topic: Learn the latest from Washington, DC 

 
 

Wednesday,   Marion Area  Location: The Ohio State University Marion 
March 13, 2019 Safety Council Speaker:  Laura Smith, Safety Consultant Specialist, Ohio  
11:30 a.m.     Bureau of Workers’ Compensation, Division of Safety  
     Hygiene, Matt Carbary and Steering Committee  
     Members    
    Topic:        Developing a Job Safety Analysis, Interview Process  
     and Safety Council Round Table Survey and  
     Discussion 

 
 

Wednesday,   Human Resource Location: Chamber Office 
March 27, 2019 Council  Speaker:  Carol Nelson, President, The HR Center, LLC  
NOON    Topic:  Selecting The Right People 

Upcoming Bagels & Business Presentations 

Brite Lite Media Group, LLC is exclusively 
partnering with the Chamber to offer the first 
five Members who respond access to their LED 
Electronic Billboard, located in the heart of 
downtown Marion, during the months of April 
and May for the low price of $400 per month…
a savings of $75, graphic creation INCLUDED!  

 

Grow and gain new clients/customers, by 
announcing your events or specials in lights.  

 

This limited-time offer will allow up to 5  
e-advertising in April and May. Publicize your 
organizations, businesses, events or specials to 
over 14,000 vehicles a day. Your message will 
be on an 8 second rotation, 24 hours a day 7 days a week for 30 to 60 days! Call quickly to choose one or both 
months, graphic creation included. 

 

The first five Chamber Members to call 740.382.2181 or email chamberstaff@marionchamber.org are eligible for the 
promotion. Payment must be received prior to advertising!  
 

The Billboard is booked on a first come, first served basis. Excludes current annual contracts and political advertising.  

Chamber & Brite Lite Media Group, LLC — New Offer 

mailto:chamberstaff@marionchamber.org


 

Business After Hours provide the perfect time to relax while still offering opportunities to develop business 
relationships and meet potential future clients. All Chamber member businesses and their employees are invited to 

attend this FREE event, which is a benefit of your Chamber membership. 

 

The Shepherd's Fellowship 

Thomas Hypes, Lead Pastor 

1647 Marion Marysville Rd 

Marion, OH  

Thursday,  

March 21, 2019  

5 to 6:30 pm 

2019  
April 18 Primrose Retirement Community 
May 16 Alzheimer’s Association, Central Ohio Chapter 
June 20 Kingston Residence of Marion 
July 18 Marion Cemetery Association  
August 22 Merrill Lynch - Olson, Vincent, Sharma Group  
September 19 United Way of Marion County 
October 24 Marion Family YMCA 
November 21 Marion Technical College  
December 5 Marion Community Foundation 
 
2020  
January 16 Stifel Nicolaus & Co., Inc.  
February 20 Marion County Board of Developmental Disabilities  
March 19 Marion Public Library 

2020 
April 16 Voice of Hope Pregnancy Center 
May 21 The Ohio Neck & Back Pain Relief Centers 
June 18 Quality Inn Marion  
July 16 First Citizens National Bank 
August 20 Marion Community Credit Union 
September  17 United Way of Marion County 
October 15 Brookdale Marion 
November 19 Marion Flower Shop 
December 3 Marion Community Foundation 
 
2021 
January 21 Scharer Insurance 
February 18 UIS Insurance & Investments  
March 18 Park Enterprise Construction Co., Inc. and  
 Outdoor Resource Supply 

740.382.3500 | www.tsflife.com |www.facebook.com/TheShepherdsFellowship 

RSVP by noon on Monday, March 18, 2019 

Register online, by email or phone: 

business.marionareachamber.org/events  chamberstaff@marionareachamber.org 

740.382.2181 



Chamber Member Spotlight: Corporate America Family Credit Union  

 

Pam Hall, President 
Matthew Carbary 

Vice President 
Doris Dunn 

Member Relations Manager 
 

Nearly 80 years ago a small group of Automa c Electric Co. employees wanted to take 
ownership of their finances, so they pooled their money and formed “Automa c 
Credit Union” back in 1939.  
 

Today, that ny Midwestern credit union is a full‐service, na onal financial ins tu on 
called Corporate America Family Credit Union (CAFCU) with 20 branches and  
thousands of members.  
 

Despite our na onal reach, we’re commi ed to nurturing our local rela onships. 
Here in Marion, most of our staff are “MarionMade”, having been born and raised in 
the area. We are a proud member of the Marion Area Chamber of Commerce and 
have been serving the area for decades. We truly have a love of our home and our 

people.  
 

I believe that’s what makes us special. As a credit union, we’re driven by a  
passion for service. Unlike a bank, a credit union is a not‐for‐profit collec ve  
designed to make a meaningful difference in the financial lives of our  members. 
While we provide all the same products and services as a bank, we also care 
about our members’ financial wellness and work hard to help them boost their 
credit scores, pay off debt, save money and live the lives they want.  
 

Who are our members? They are YOU! As a credit union, we can enroll new 
members that live or work within 25 miles of our branch at 136 McMahan 
Boulevard in Marion, work for one of our employer partner companies,  

and/or join our “Hope Group,” which offers educa onal grants to  
colleges and universi es for their general scholarship funds. Join online 

today at www.cafcu.org/join or by stopping by our branch. 

 
We’re honored to provide financial wellness and banking services 

to employees of our employer partners. Our mission is to  
empower employees with the tools to be financially successful, 

reducing their on‐the‐job stress so they can focus on work  
rather than on money problems. 
 

Stop by and ask us how we can empower your financial  
success. I look forward to serving you, Sue Rayner, Branch  

Manager, CAFCU‐Marion. 

 

 

http://www.cafcu.org/join


Your financial journey: 
Because no two journeys are the same 

You’re invited to a complimentary seminar. 
 
Women have a lot to celebrate. They’ve made strides in key areas in recent years — from earning more college 
degrees and holding higher-paying jobs to starting their own businesses and living longer. 
 
In this seminar we will talk about the economic power and influence that women have gained and how you can 
prioritize the things that matter most to you…career, relationships, family…and how to plan for your goals 
throughout your unique journey. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Speaker[s] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RSVP today 

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management makes available products and services offered by Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated, a 
registered broker-dealer and member SIPC, and other subsidiaries of Bank of America Corporation. 
 
Investment products: 
 
© 2018 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved. | ARSTCVLC | 7/2018 

Are Not FDIC Insured Are Not Bank Guaranteed May Lose Value 

Women Investor Seminar & Luncheon  
Historic Women’s Club Home 
1126 E Center St  
Marion, OH 43302 
 
Thursday, March 21, 2019 
11:30AM to 1:00PM 

Lisa A. Bush  
Financial Advisor, Merrill Lynch  

Lars Olson CFP® CAP® CRPS® 
Senior Vice President, Wealth Management Advisor, Merrill Lynch  
  

Manoj K. Sharma 
Financial Advisor, Portfolio Advisor, Merrill Lynch 

 Call Sylvia See at 740-223-1778 or email Sylvia.See@Ml.com 
 
Also Experience: 
A brief overview of the Women’s Club Home 100 year history 
A tour of the Women’s Club Home 

mailto:Sylvia.See@Ml.com
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